June 2009

Dear K1 Parents, 

Your child is registered to start in the K1 class for the academic year 2009/2010. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the K1 Teachers and provide you with some necessary information.

My name is Jennifer Bienas and I am the K1 Class Teacher. I am Irish and grew up in the Netherlands where I graduated with a Bachelor Degree in Primary Education. I specialized in Early Childhood Education and worked as a Kindergarten and Dance Teacher in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. In the beginning of 2007, I moved to Denmark and started working at HIS in August that year. This will be my 3rd year as the K1 Teacher at HIS. My hobbies are reading, painting and dancing.
The Fulltime Assistant Teacher is Ritu Krishnan. Ritu is a Commerce Graduate from Mumbai-India and has worked with children from the age of 14. Ritu moved to Denmark in 2001 and worked at International and Danish Kindergartens before joining HIS in 2003. Ritu has worked at HIS for 6 years as both pre-school Teacher and Assistant Teacher. Her hobbies are cooking, music and travelling. 

Ritu and I have worked as a team for the last 2 years in K1 and we are looking forward to another fantastic year.
School starts on Monday 17th August. The classroom will open shortly after 8:45 and we will start class at 8:55. This will be a short introductory session and school will end at 10:30am. 
You will need the following items for the first day of school: 
(please make sure ALL items are provided with name!)
· Indoor slippers/shoes (kept at school)

· Rain clothes and rubber boots (need to be in school daily)
· Easy manageable outdoor shoes (no shoe laces until your child is able to manage these all alone)

· Easy backpack – (see ABC info for advise on backpacks) 
· 1 box of Kleenex tissues


· 1 full set of spare clothes for in your child’s blue box in hallway 
· 1 drink bottle (easy to use and refillable for constant access to water)
· 300 kr. for class funds- in envelope with your child’s name on it 
(300 kr. = 200 kr. trip funds and 100 kr. materials funds)

· 1 passport photograph of your child
On the first morning we will start with a morning circle where we introduce ourselves, the classroom mascot Ted and sing songs. After circle time we will introduce the children to the different classroom areas, with time to play and explore these. Afterwards we will go outside for fresh air and at the end of the morning read a story book. 
The first day of school is an exciting day, not only for parents! Some children feel instantly at ease, whilst others won’t let go of their parents. If your child belongs to the second category, you are welcome to stay with your child in the classroom for as long as you feel is necessary. Nevertheless, after a few days we encourage all parents to leave the classroom before 8:55 once your child has settled in. Remember that your child is in good care and we know from experience that the tears disappear once the parents have left.
The rest of the week we will have a normal day with school ending at 2.25 pm. Besides the items above, the following things will also be needed the rest of the week (Tue-Fri): 
· Small packed morning snack (E.g. small yoghurt or fruit or crackers) in a separate snack box  

· Packed healthy lunch in a lunchbox 
· 1 piece of fruit for K1 fruit bowl
· Contact Book in backpack – purchase at the HIS front office (30 kr.)
On the website you will find a booklet with information in alphabetical order: The info ABC for K1 to answer any of your questions about daily things in K1- also the items mentioned above. We hope this information will prove useful and ask you to scan through the booklet- index in advance. 
On September 1st we want to welcome you at the Parent Information Evening in the big gym at 18:00. Where you will get the opportunity to meet all teachers and where you may vote for a Class Representative. 
We look forward to seeing you all soon and to welcome you and your child into the K1 classroom!

Kind regards,

Jennifer Bienas and Ritu Krishnan
