Unit of Inquiry

Our curriculum focus will be 

· Social Studies 

Our concept focus is
· Signs and symbols are used in a range of communication systems.

· Reasons for the development of a range of communication systems.

Central Idea: 

Signs and symbols facilitate local and global communication
We will be inquiring into: 
· Signs and symbols
· Reasons for the development of communication systems
· Specialised systems of communication
Research/homework projects
1. Play symbol detectives over the Easter Break. Photograph or sketch symbols you see out and about. Make a symbol collage of ones you find in magazines.

2. List types of communication used and observed in one week – sms, email etc

3. Research use of signs and symbols in advertising
Trips and Visits

· Hørsholm Midtpunkt
· Visit from a communication for the blind specialist.

Transdisciplinary Curriculum Focus

Language

Postcard and letter writing
Persuasive language in advertising
Maths

 The use of shape in symbols
Symmetry in symbols
Continue with the four number operations and the links between them.
Social Studies
At the end of this unit students will be able to:
· Explore a variety of signs and symbols and interpret their messages

· Identify the cultural and historical context in which signs and symbols develop.

· Describe the impact of communications technology on everyday communication

· Demonstrate how non-verbal communication allows people to transcend language barriers.

How Parents Can Help

You can help your child with this unit by talking through the relevant vocabulary (listed on reverse). If they don’t have English as a first language, please take the time to talk about any words that are new to them in their home language. Use a dictionary and translate the words. 
When you are out and about, point out road signs, shop signs, easily recognisable international symbols – Macdonalds, Nike. Discuss how language is not necessary for communicating with symbols.
Vocabulary list

· Signs
· Symbols

· Braille

· Morse code

· Advertising

· hieroglyphics

Action

If you see or hear your child taking action by talking about or doing independent, self-initiated activities related to our unit of inquiry please let the class teacher know.

IB Learner Profile

IB Learners at HIS strive to be

· Inquirers

· Knowledgeable

· Thinkers

· Communicators

· Principled

· Open-minded

· Caring

· Risk-takers

· Balanced

· Reflective

Attitudes

IB Students at HIS should demonstrate:

· Appreciation

· Commitment

· Confidence

· Cooperation

· Creativity

· Curiosity

· Empathy

· Enthusiasm

· Independence

· Integrity

· Respect

· Tolerance







