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Hørsholm International School

     Grade 2 Unit of Inquiry – A Sense of Place
Our focus will be: 

· Social Studies 

· Science

Relevant concepts are:

Form, causation, landscape, settlement 

Central Idea: 

All places on Earth have special features that influence why people choose to settle there.

We will be inquiring into: 

· Why I live in the place I do

· The characteristics of our town, Hørsholm

· Why the global population is not evenly distributed over the planet.

Research/homework projects:

1. Questionnaire – finding out why our family lives in that place.

2. Research a familiar settlement – finding out some of the reasons for the development of that settlement. 

Trips: Helsingør overnight trip, Hørsholm Egns Museum and surrounding area
Transdisciplinary Curriculum Focus

Language

· using reference books and dictionaries

· presentation of written work.
Maths

· fractions

·  coordinates 

· problem solving using addition, subtraction, multiplication and division

Social Studies
At the end of this unit students will be able to:
· Use a variety of resources and tools to gather and process information about places we visit.

· Identify the factors that influence where people choose to live

· Explain the distribution of population across the planet

· Explore the evidence that settlements develop historically due to geographical features

Science

At the end of this unit students will be able to:
· Make careful observations of places we visit to gather information.

· Identify the distinctive features of the planet that are factors that influence where people choose to live

How Parents Can Help

You can help your child with this unit by talking through the relevant vocabulary (listed on reverse). If they don’t have English as a first language, please take the time to talk about any words that are new to them in their home language. Use a dictionary and translate the words.

You can also help them by talking about the possible reasons for settlements developing while you are out and about during the weekends. Look at what there is and talk about the possibilities – why are there so many summer houses in Gilleleje, why is Hørsholm a great place to live for people working in Copenhagen etc.

Towards the end of the unit you can help your child research a familiar settlement. It could be Hørsholm (the one we will be studying together in class) but I am hoping the class will be inspired to find a settlement of their own choosing and will be able to look for clues to why people live in that place. Let’s see (
Vocabulary list

· Settlement
· Landscape
· Climate
· Transport
· Agriculture
· Trade
· Travel
· Rivers
· Mountains
· Desert
· Oceans
· Rail

· Road

Action

If you see or hear your child taking action by talking about or doing independent, self-initiated activities related to our unit of inquiry please let the class teacher know.

IB Learner Profile

IB Learners at HIS strive to be

· Inquirers

· Knowledgeable

· Thinkers

· Communicators

· Principled

· Open-minded

· Caring

· Risk-takers

· Balanced

· Reflective

Attitudes

IB Students at HIS should demonstrate:

· Appreciation

· Commitment

· Confidence

· Cooperation

· Creativity

· Curiosity

· Empathy

· Enthusiasm

· Independence

· Integrity

· Respect

· Tolerance
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