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With the end of the year approaching rapidly, this will be the last K2 Newsletter. Although we are now all beginning to get into the holiday mood, we have covered a remarkable amount of work in the last few weeks.

Much of the Language work has revolved around consolidating and improving basic reading and writing skills. The majority of children are now able to read with increasing fluency and to write independently, using their knowledge of Phonics and HF words. [Please help your child by continuing to read and write over the summer.] In Phonics lessons we have been concentrating on vowels and blends/digraphs.
The major focus of the last few weeks has been on Mathematics. We began by looking at Time- hours, days of week, months, years etc. Each child built up their own Timeline from birth to present day, with illustrations of major events or new skill developments. (The concept of Timelines also came in useful for our Unit work on Homes.) In number work we looked at place value and have been ‘skip counting’ in 10’s and 5’s.This is something that will be continued and expanded in Grade 1.
The children have also learned how to count on and count back using a number line. This led to work on addition and we recently began to study subtraction. Using manipulatives and our ‘friendly number people’, the children have also been exploring number bonds to 10. In the next couple of weeks we will be investigating real-life 2D and 3D shapes.

We completed a very successful Unit on Homes and how they have changed over time. Thank you for all your assistance with the ‘Research Challenge’- some of you must have spent hours helping your child to find information and make superb models. The Unit ended with a trip to the Frilands Museum, which was unfortunately spoilt by the weather…..nobody expected it to snow! I think our ‘helper’ Mums deserved more than the cup of hot chocolate we drank in the middle of the blizzard.
The final Unit of the year is entitled The Blue Planet and is an exploration of life in and around bodies of water. We have used a globe and maps to find out where there are large areas of water on Earth and then investigated where water comes from (The water cycle) By doing a simple experiment involving boiling water and a bowl of ice cubes, the children were taught about evaporation, condensation and precipitation. This was a very difficult concept for young children, but I think 1 or 2 of them may be future meteorologists!

We then moved our inquiries from global to local areas and Joann (Jobling) brought in samples of pond water/life from her local pond. With her help, the children produced a montage of animals and plants associated with ponds. (Thank you Jo) We are now moving on to investigate life in the oceans and will shortly be going on a trip to the Aquarium in Helsingør – fingers crossed for good weather. 

The focus of our art work recently has been on ‘Spring Flowers’. This was the theme of the Kidney Foundation paintings and so we adopted this too. Therefore we did drawings and paintings (using various media) based on examples of real flowers. I’m sure you all saw the fantastic paintings we did for the Kidney Foundation and I’m just sorry that these are not going to be returned to us. However photographs were taken of each piece of art and have been placed in the children’s Portfolios. Other artwork done recently has been based around the Unit (The Blue Planet). The pictures on display in the Hallway are of life under the sea and involve layering of collages, tissue paper and ‘animals’ made by the ‘paint blowing’ technique. The children are all very proud of the final results.

The Kidney Week activities were very educational (and fun) and the children were complimented by the guest speaker on the quality and quantity of their questions.
Student Led Conferences took place recently and the feedback I received showed that the children were very proud to display all their work and the parents were amazed at how much we have done over the year.

A few weeks ago we were joined by a new member of class. Njeri has settled well and we would like to welcome her and her family to the HIS community. Unfortunately we are approaching that time of year when we must say a reluctant ‘Goodbye’ to certain members of the class. Caroline, Senan, Guy and Valentin will all be leaving at the end of the year. They will be going to Sweden, Ireland, America and Austria respectively, and we wish them luck as they head off for new adventures or return home. Please keep in touch and let us know what you are up to.
The last day of school is on Friday 25th June, from 8:55 -10:30. We would like to invite children and parents to take part in a small celebration in the classroom from 8:55 until 10:00. After this time the whole PYP will join together to sing a few songs and say final farewells. (I hope that parents will be willing to contribute food/drink for our classroom party – I will arrange for a sign-up sheet.)
Daniela and I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for their help this year, especially those who were brave enough to accompany us on trips, and the ‘Reading and Maths Mums’. We really value your help and you have been a great team. Special thanks must go to Heather, who has also been a fantastic Parent Rep. It’s not an easy job liaising between school and parents as well as taking on a myriad of social and organisational duties. We appreciate all your efforts this year

Finally here are some important dates for your diary.

Friday 4th June – No school (Constitution Day vacation)

Friday 11th June – In Service Day (School ends at 11:30)* note this is an addition to Year Plan

Friday 25th June – Last day of school + Reports sent out

The new school year starts on Tuesday 17th August. This will be a short introductory session from 9:00 – 10:30am. Please check the HIS website during the summer for letters and information from your new class teacher.

Once again, thank you everyone for a great year and we hope you all have an enjoyable summer holiday.

Kind Regards, 
Sharon and Daniela
