What is the Primary Years Programme?

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) at HIS is a transdisciplinary programme of international education designed to foster the development of the whole child. 

PYP is taught to students from K1 (age 4) through Grade 5 (aged  11). The PYP focuses on the total growth of the developing child, touching hearts as well as minds and encompassing social, physical, emotional and cultural needs in addition to academic development.

The PYP was developed over a number of years by professionals and draws on research and best practice from a range of national systems with a wealth of knowledge and experience from international schools. The aim is to create a relevant, engaging, challenging and significant educational framework for all children. 
The PYP is one of three programmes offered by the International Baccalaureate. At HIS we offer PYP as well as the Middle Years Programme (MYP). We plan to offer the Diploma Programme (DP) in the future. 
What is the curriculum framework? 

The curriculum framework consists of five essential elements: concepts, knowledge, skills, attitudes, action. The knowledge component is developed through inquiries into six transdisciplinary themes of global significance, supported and balanced by six subject areas.

This is illustrated by the hexagon below:
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The curriculum framework is further structured around three interrelated questions:

What do we want to learn? 

The written curriculum

How best will we learn? 

The taught curriculum

How will we know what we have learned? 

The assessed curriculum

  Source: IB PYP website 
What are the PYP Objectives at HIS?
Curriculum objectives have been developed at each grade level and are used for assessing student progress in all subject areas. The curriculum objectives for each grade level can be found on this website under PYP and each class level. 

How are students assessed?

Formative and summative assessment is vital to indicating student progress. Teachers assess students by selecting or designing methods of assessment appropriate to the learning outcomes (objectives) designed at each grade level. Teachers use a variety of assessment strategies and tools. Student self assessment and peer assessment are also valid assessment tools. 
Teachers must take into account the diverse, complicated and sophisticated ways that individual students use to develop and demonstrate their understanding. 
The prime objective of assessing students’ learning and performance is to give feedback to:

· students—to encourage the start of lifelong learning 

· teachers—to support their reflection on what to teach and how to teach it 

· Parents—to highlight their child’s learning and development. 
At HIS student progress is reported through regular parent teacher conferences, student led conferences and written reports. 
