Welcome to Sixth Grade at NGG ID!


Dear New Cambridge Secondary 1 Family at NGG ID,

Welcome to the Secondary years and to NGG ID, if you are one of our new families. My name is Derek (Scott) and if you are new to the school you may have to take a little time to get used to the idea of calling the teachers by their first names! I am the homeroom teacher for 6th Grade, 2011 - 2012.

I am a veteran of the Scottish education system and after a 25-year career there I made the switch to NGG ID, the international department of NGG. I have taught a range of subjects here over the last 11 years. My current specialist areas are in History (Cambridge Secondary 1 and 2), Geography (Cambridge Secondary 1) and Cambridge Secondary 1 English (6th Grade). I have been teaching for 36 years. I still enjoy it.
I have lived permanently in Denmark for 11 years (5 years in Charlottenlund, 5 in Holte and 1 in faraway Frederikssund). I enjoy singing in concerts with Rudersdal Choir (for example, singing in St Peter’s in Rome in September 2010!), having some fun with Scottish Country Dancing with Dancetide Copenhagen and pretending I am still a LITTLE BIT young by phoning my mother in Scotland, who is STILL twenty two years older than I am, as often as I can cope with. I have two twenty eight-year-old twin daughters. One (Kate) is an environmental consultant, formerly with the SEI, currently “Woofing” – Working On Organic Farms – in Italy, to gain hands-on experience of caring for the environment at grassroots level (literally) – and the other (Cassie) is a Fiscal Depute (i.e. prosecutor) in the justice system in Scotland.
My first sustained stay in Denmark was way back in 1973 – 74 when I was awarded a Danish Government Scholarship, after graduating, to do research at Aarhus University for a year, before returning to Scotland to do my Postgraduate Certificate in Education, Psychology and Teaching Practice: The Scottish Secondary Teaching Certificate.
To return to more immediate events, apart from being the homeroom teacher for 6th Grade, I will obviously be responsible for their History, Geography and English teaching. We will be together 10 lessons per week. I have a particular interest in encouraging children to read (anything / everything!) and to write creatively, especially poetry and short stories, and we’ll do that - and much more.

I would like to give you a few guidelines on what materials will be needed in the Cambridge system, which has already been introduced to you, via parent meetings, in April and June 2011.
Here at NGG ID, the main experience in the transition from Primary to Secondary will be in having a greater number of different teachers for different subjects. The Cambridge system means strong subject teaching in the Secondary years, as well as having aims regarding the development of the whole child. In practice, this will mean more and sometimes different teachers – in more, different teaching locations – than in the Primary years, as well as a reduced intensity of contact with the homeroom teacher (me) – from over 20 to 10 lessons / week. The students will be expected to be more independent – especially regarding homework. The guidelines regarding homework can be found elsewhere on the website.

So what materials do you need to be an independent Cambridge student? ( 

Students should come every day with the basic materials for ALL subjects: the relevant text book(s), notebooks (one for each of the eight subject areas taught that day), pencil(s), pencil sharpener, eraser, a small number of coloured pencils, pen(s), highlighter(s), “white correction fluid” (optional but very useful!), “glue stick” (optional but very useful!), ruler (at least 15cms.), a HOMEWORK DIARY, any homework that is due that day, contact book, and a pencil case inside a school bag to hold all that stuff together! (In 8th and 9th you need a laptop.)
Some of the materials issued (in all subjects) will be in A4 format, punched for ring binders. It is essential to have either one large-capacity A4 ring binder with subject dividers to hold these sheets, OR to buy one for each subject area. A “hole-puncher” of your own is useful.

There are some other more specialised requirements. On PE day(s) you need PE kit. Physical Education:  Tee-shirt/shorts or track pants/gym shoes/towel for showers. You need a lined notebook too. See note* below.
For Maths you need (besides the ruler) a calculator (minimum specification Ti 30), a compass, and a protractor. (Setsquares optional – but Maths items are often sold as a “geometry set / box”.) “Squared” notebook is required. *See the note below.

For Science, the notebook must be lined and the ring binder (which is mentioned above) is very important.

For History, Geography and English there is a difference between “class work” which will be done in notebooks and “hand-in” work. Hand-ins can be either rough draft or final draft – the teacher will say which, each time - but must be on A4 sheets. Either lined or plain should be used, according to the task.  As a rough guide, plain is for computer-written and lined for handwritten. These hand-ins are obviously homework tasks. The class work notebook will not be handed in - but it will be checked! It will be used every day in class – and at home too, sometimes! 

For English, native English speakers should have an English dictionary and non-native speakers of English should have both an English dictionary and the appropriate “dual-language” dictionary. In reality, these language resources will serve all subject areas – but they are a requirement in English. Students should be prepared to transport them in the school bag OR have a reference set which stays at home and a “pocket” set which stays in school. Availability is the key! (This is not an advert but I recommend the oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 7th (or 8th) Edition – also in paperback - and including a CD ROM - if you are going “upmarket” in buying a new English dictionary.  However, it is rather expensive.)

There are no special additional requirements for the remaining subject areas, at the time of writing. Check the website for updates on the position with particular subjects – especially the new set of Cambridge International Examinations subjects.
I want to mention the homework diary again, to reinforce its importance. It is for all subjects. You provide your own, and bring it every day, along with the contact book.

*Materials: Note: In 6th grade, the NGG “book depot” provides one notebook for writing on, for each of the subject areas that need it. Therefore it is not necessary to purchase these basic note-taking / rough working / working-answering-in-class / notebooks, if you are in 6th Grade. Other materials can often be bought at the school’s “book depot” at very cheap prices.

CONTACT BOOK

This was mentioned earlier. I would like to confirm that each student keeps and continues to use the contact book from the previous school year. If it is lost, a replacement costs DKK 30, but then the “history” is lost – so please keep them in a safe place like the schoolbag! If your contact book becomes filled up by entries over the years, then we replace the inner section free of charge. New students get a new one free.
CLASS MONEY BOX

We ask each child to bring in the sum of DKK 200 to me (as homeroom teacher) for homeroom linked class excursions and activities throughout the year. This money should be brought in, during the first week of the new school year. This should be in cash form. It can –and will - be used by me for “outdoor” and “indoor” visits out of school, that bond the class together.
CLASS TRIP

There will be an overnight class trip within Denmark during the school year. This trip will typically last four days / three nights. Destination, cost and other details will be dealt with during the coming school year.
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

We all look forward to welcoming you to this evening early in the school term. The final date will be stated elsewhere on the school’s website.

It has been a pleasure to write to you and I hope we will have a productive relationship during the next year of your child’s development, and education, here. I look forward to meeting you at the information evening, and to working closely with the Parent / Teacher Association representative who will be elected on that evening!

Regards,

Derek Scott

Homeroom teacher
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