Grade 2

2008-2009

Parent Orientation 1st September 2009

1. Welcome! Introductions

2. Unit of Inquiry Overview

Weeks 35 – 39
Give and Take

Weeks 41- 47
Where is Air? 

Weeks 48-2 
Organisation in Communities

Weeks 4- 9

Signs and Symbols

Weeks 10 – 16
I Will Survive!

Weeks 17 – 23
A Sense of Place

3. PYP Attitudes and Learner Profile

See wall. Relate our actions in classroom/playground/home to these at every opportunity. Focus at start of year on following the rules and on fostering mutual respect  – speaking to each other in a respectful manner, being able to explain clearly if there is a problem, moving around the classroom and school in a safe manner.


4. Overview of weekly timetable:

· HOME ROOM: 20 lessons/week. The teaching in Grade 2 is done as far as possible through the Unit of Inquiry. There will be daily reading in the form of silent reading (10 mins/day), paired reading with shared texts, literature groups and library visits. There is a lesson allocated for writing each day. Grammar, spelling, handwriting, punctuation and paragraphing will be taught gradually, through this writing practice. From January, there will be handwriting lessons to introduce the cursive style. Oral communication will be included each week, for example, through responding to texts read aloud, literature groups, class discussions and poetry selections. International classics read aloud daily – please see me with any age appropriate suggestions from your home country if they are also available in English. Visual communication will be mostly covered within the units of inquiry, for example, students will look at and discuss various posters that are designed to promote or invite as part of the unit signs and symbols. Language resources include Scott Foresman programme. Some maths will be taught through the unit of inquiry, for example in our unit ‘I will survive’, data handling will be included (sets). Some maths will be taught outside of the unit, mostly in the areas of number, pattern and function. Number Smart textbooks, Abacus 3 and Scholastic interactive resources are used as support materials. Supplemented with games, daily mental maths (number fans, morning maths, speedy number facts). Throughout the year, the unit of inquiry will also cover Science and Technology, Social Studies and PSE (Personal and Social Education). There will be at least one trip associated with each unit. At least 3 Open Houses this year. Units are inquiry-based - helping students form questions and learning where to find the answers. ICT is taught within homeroom lessons – have L1 each Friday lesson 4 and use laptop computer trolley regularly.

· ART: Andreas, 2 lessons/week (Tuesday), co-ordinated with unit of inquiry. Art lesson work is in addition to general art/craft activities related to the unit. Art will include the creative process, elements of art and design, visual arts in society and reflection and appreciation. Children will need to bring an art overall, preferably to be left at school. 

· DANISH: 4 hours/week, as is the law, three groups, advanced and beginners, grouped with Grade 1 and 3.

· MUSIC: Karin, 1 lesson/week, co-ordinated, as appropriate with the units in class.

· DRAMA: Daniela, 1 lesson/week, co-ordinated, as appropriate with the units in class, for example, Give and Take.

· P.E.: Michelle, 2 lessons/week, unit co-ordinated where app. PE Kit should be brought to school each Monday.

· Curriculum Support:  Provided for English Language Learners or other language support. Lessons are either conducted out of the classroom in a small group or as lesson support, where the CS teacher joins us in the classroom, supporting children in their ordinary lessons. Number of hours varies and will continue to, throughout the year, according to needs.

5. Seating: There are set places for most of the day. These will change every few weeks.  Various grouping for some activities (literature groups, maths activities).

6. Reading/Message folder: This should come to and from school daily and can remain in schoolbag. Reading books should be kept in the reading folder so it is always available for both reading in class and at home. They can record progress with both in the reading record. Please check it each afternoon for letters home, homework or unfinished work to be completed. Please keep Contact Book in here too. All written messages to go in Contact Book please rather than scraps of paper. 

7. Clothing:  Trial no indoor shoes this year. Please ensure your child can tie laces, do up zips before sending them to school with these items.  
8. Library books: Two books. One has to pass ‘5 finger rule’ as independent reader, other self selected. As year goes on to this will become reading book. Library returns each Monday.

9. Homework: An outline of the week’s homework will be emailed out each Tuesday.  It will cover reading, writing, maths and unit of inquiry. Occasionally unfinished work will be sent home with a note to be completed and returned the following day (or as soon as is possible). Sometimes there will be ’finding out’ related to our unit of inquiry. A good children’s encyclopaedia, newspapers, pictures, Internet access and your general knowledge are good resources! Some resources, such as the 100 square should be kept safe for use in future weeks.

10. Storage of work: Portfolios, stored in classroom. Please supply one narrow A4 ringbinder for writing and one folder for unit of inquiry work. Unit folders emptied at end of each unit and contents sent home. Maths/language work not for portfolio comes home in ‘postbox’ for storage at home.

11. In the evening: Please help your child pack school bag each evening….

· Pencil case with sharpened pencils.

· Reading folder (reading book, reading record, contact book, homework or messages)

· Lunch/Drink bottle

· PE Kit/Art apron (see timetable)

· Packet of tissues

12. Morning and afternoon routine: Classroom will open at 8.45 each morning. Coats hung and bags on table hooks . First homeroom lesson – place homework in the red tray and messages on my desk. I will always ask for homework. Students must be in room, ready to begin lesson at 8.55. Reading folders and Library books are best left in bag but can be placed in student’s box if they are heavy.

13. Website: Will post class newsletters and trip information on website. Teacher or Class Rep will email parents when something new is posted. 

14. Lunch and breaks: No mid - morning snack except for medical reasons. Bottles of water recommended for during the day, no cartons. Lunch is eaten at 11.30. No sweets, fruit recommended for ‘sweet things’ in lunchbox rather than Danone yoghurts, milk slices/cake. Pasta – Tuesdays, pizza – Fridays. 

15. Class Rules : Made by the class. Agreed on rules, consequences if not kept and rewards if kept. 5 marbles per day if rules are kept. Working well, children are encouraging each other. No toys in school.

16. Lates/Absences: Late slips from Office for arrivals after 9.00. Hand in to teacher. Absence – please write a note in Contact Book. More than 2 days absent must go through Office. If holiday is taken during term time, teachers are not required to make up lost work or send extra work ahead with the student. The student may keep a journal during the holiday.

17. Assembly: Two per month, classes taking turns, presenting class work, school messages, birthday announcements etc. 

18. Class Money Box: 200kr. per child to provide class ’extras’ as well as money for class outings. May need a top up later in the year.

19. Birthdays: Usually celebrated out of school. If you wish to bring a treat for the class, I will share it out at the end of the day.

20. Class Trips: Please bring lunch and a resealable bottle of water in a SMALL backpack. You will not need school bags on trip days. Overnight trip planned to Helsingør in May. One night, 500kr. max. Related to our unit of inquiry ‘A Sense of Place’. Will be a class meeting with more information about the overnight trip later in the year.

21. First consultations: 24th September. Summary of first weeks and opportunity to share information with me about your child – things I need to know!

22. Helpers: Laminating, covering books, cleaning, trips……any volunteers??!!
Thank you for coming, I feel we have had a good start to the year. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to come and see me on a Monday between 14.30 and 15.00, or by appointment at other times. In an emergency you can contact me at Br@post.ngg.dk or on my telephone number 26822141.

