
Dear Grade 2 Parents,

We hope you enjoyed last week’s Open House as much as Grade 2 enjoyed proudly sharing their work with you. I am sure you will agree that the students have worked very hard and were clearly inspired by the unit. I will share the photographs with you this week.
We now begin our new Unit of Inquiry ‘Signs and Symbols’ – see the separate Information Outline for more details. We begin the unit by playing ‘Symbol Detectives’ and go symbol hunting in Hørsholm Midtpunkt this Thursday morning, 25th March from 9 – 11.30. Students should bring school bags as usual for the afternoon lessons. Morten, Rasmus’ father has kindly agreed to accompany us. The symbol hunt will extend to homework over the holidays. Students should collect symbols they see or find and create a collage to share with the class after the Easter Break. Symbols from other parts of the world are of special interest so please take the homework and a camera with you if you are travelling. If you are staying at home then some time spent finding symbols from your home country would be equally as valuable. 

Another exciting part of this unit is designing the ‘Grade 2 symbol’ for the reverse of our sweaters for the overnight trip. We will work on this collaboratively right after the Break, so we can get our design and sweater order off to the printers in good time for our trip to Helsingør. 
Grade 2 students are doing well recording their own homework to be completed and it seems that it has given them a greater sense of independence. One slight problem for some students has been locating the homework diary in the school bags – please help your child find a small pocket in their bag for the homework diary and contact book so that they can easily and quickly be located. My ‘finder’s fee’ increases after the Easter Break (
Grades 2 and 3 have been working together this last half term on reading, organising and performing short plays. It is going extremely well. Social relationships between the classes are developing and some groups are ready to perform to the rest of the group this week. We will continue into the Summer Term.

During our weekly visit to the library, all students now borrow at least one book that passes the ‘5 finger rule’ (no more than 5 tricky words per page) and should be at a level that they can read fairly independently. I am always available to help students with book selection and guide their choice if necessary. The idea now is that students read authentically, meaning one book at a time.  I ask that the book they are reading remains in the school bag so it can be enjoyed at school during silent reading as well as at home. 
Kidney Awareness week at HIS takes place from 26th – 29th April. Activities in Grade 2 will include learning about the renal system and the position of the kidneys in the human body, the importance of a healthy diet in kidney health and learning about dialysis and kidney transplant. Paulo’s father, Olav, will be sharing his experiences with the class as our guest speaker. More information will follow. Already well under way is the artwork for the dialysis centres across Denmark. We will complete the pieces over the next two school weeks. Many thanks to Marita and Mary for lending a hand.
As always, please come and see me if you have any questions or concerns. Very best wishes for a happy and safe holiday.
Kind regards,
Karen Bøttger
Grade 2 Homeroom teacher

Br@post.ngg.dk

