
4.6.09

Dear Parents,


Welcome to the International section of Nordsjællands Grundskole og gymnasium. I hope that you all had a well- rested summer and you are ready to start back at school.

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself and write a little about my background. My name is Michelle Aniere-Bentsen and was born in Nairobi Kenya. I have lived in Denmark for 14 years now and worked at this school for 11. I work mainly as the pe teacher from K2 to MYP 5, as well as the MYP 4 homeroom teacher.

My job as a homeroom teacher is to provide a secure learning environment in which the student is valued and respected as well as promoting respect for each other, the school community. We encourage them to be independent and cooperative learners by giving them the resources needed. We also strive to develop strong communicative relationships between teachers, students and parents. So remember to contact me if you have any questions.

The MYP 4 classroom is itself a model of a community. The students should be taking action and contributing towards keeping their community safe and clean by respecting the wishes of the school, teachers and each other. They should take care of their environment; the tables, chairs, books, walls, shelves and their personal belongings.

The MYP program has a unique core; this is known as The Five Areas of Interaction, in short AOI. The areas of Interaction are the heart of inquiry and active learning, and aim to encourage students to take their own responsibility in a variety of different contexts they will encounter through the curriculum. 

Below is a brief description of the AOI’s taken from the IB website.

Approaches to learning (ATL)

Through ATL teachers provide students with the tools to enable them to take responsibility for their own learning, thereby developing an awareness of how they learn best, of thought processes and of learning strategies.
 Community and service

This component requires students to take an active part in the communities in which they live, thereby encouraging responsible citizenship.

 Human ingenuity

Students explore in multiple ways the processes and products of human creativity, thus learning to appreciate and develop in themselves the human capacity to influence, transform, enjoy and improve the quality of life.

 Environments

This area aims to develop students’ awareness of their interdependence with the environment so that they understand and accept their responsibilities.

 Health and social education

This area deals with physical, social and emotional health and intelligence—key aspects of development leading to complete and healthy lives.

I will be sharing more of philosophy of the MYP at the information meeting on September the 3rd at 18.00 but in the mean time you may check out the IB website if you would like to deepen your knowledge on aims & concepts behind the MYP. www.ibo.org

In the meantime, enjoy the summer holidays and we will see you at the start of the school year on Monday the 17th of August at 8.55 ending at 10.30am

All pupils in MYP 4 must have the following materials for the academic year:

· Language A: a lined notebook for rough work in class; single sheets of paper, either lined or plain A4, an English dictionary. For people whose mother tongue is other than English- a twin set of mother tongue / English + English / mother tongue dictionaries. 

· Humanities: a lined notebook for rough work in class; single  sheets of paper, either lined or plain A4,  depending on whether it is handwritten or computer printed final draft or hand-in
· Science: a lined notebook to take down the notes in class; a folder to keep all the individual sheets and loose papers (e.g. lab and research reports, test papers etc)   

· Maths: a squared notebook; a folder to keep all the individual sheets and loose papers; a geometry box set which contains, protector, ruler, set square, sharpener, eraser, pencil and divider; a maths calculator (mobile phones cannot be the substitute for the calculator).

· Physical Education:  Tee-shirt/shorts or track pants/gym shoes/towel for showers

· Art:  Sketchpads, one for performing arts, 1 for visual art. You can purchase your own or buy one from our system for 10kr Dk
· A fully equipped pencil case with pencils, sharpener, glue, ruler, tape and colour pencils

Class funds


I will be asking for a sum of 200 kroner per student in the beginning of the school year. This goes towards class trip or anything extra to enrich the students learning experience. I will send a note home in August about this.

Yours sincerely

Michelle Aniere-Bentsen

