

Dear Parents, 

Your child is registered to start in the K2 class for the academic year 2011/12. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the K2 Teachers and provide you with some necessary information.

My name is Sharon Makin and I am the K2 Class Teacher. I am a British teacher, with a Degree and Postgraduate qualifications in Primary Education. This will be my 10th year at NGG ID.
The Assistant Teacher is Daniela Olafsson, who works on a part-time basis. Daniela is a former South African diplomat, who has now embarked on a second career in education. She has worked at NGG ID for 12 years as both a Teacher and Assistant Teacher.

Daniela and I have worked as a team for a number of years. We spent 4 years in K1 and this will be our fifth year in K2.

Daniela is also the Specialist Teacher for Art and for PE (Physical Education). Karin Swiegers is the Specialist Teacher for Music.

Those familiar with the K1 routine will find a significant change this year, as K2 marks the first experience of the ‘big school’ timetable. Lessons run for 45 minutes with 10 minute Breaks in between, when the children play outside in the NGG ID playground. With only a 10 minute Break, children will need to be able to put on outdoor shoes and coats quickly and independently.

School hours are 8:55am to 2:30pm. The classroom doors will normally be open at 8:45am to allow the children to sort out lunchboxes, reading books etc. The first lesson starts at 8:55am when the register of attendance is taken and the school day begins. (Parents may accompany their child to the classroom for the first week of school but after this time, we ask that parents ‘drop off’ their child in the International Dept. Aula).
We have a short (10 minutes) ‘Snack time’, usually around 9:30am (depending upon the timetable) and Lunch is taken at 11:25am. The children have 20 minutes to eat and this is followed by a 10 minute Break. 
 In the afternoon, pick up time is at 2:30pm., however, the children are let out at 2:25pm to allow extra time for packing bags etc. In order to avoid congestion in the hallways, we ask that K2 parents wait for their child in the International Dept. Aula. Parents must come into school to collect their child – for safety reasons the children are not allowed to meet parents in the car park.  Please try to be prompt as the teachers often have meetings or after school activities in the classroom. 
Any child remaining at 2:40pm will be taken to Svanereden (The after school facility provided by the school.) It is school policy that Primary children are not allowed to wait in the playground or hallways for their parent’s arrival. (If you require before/after school care for your child, please contact Svanereden as soon as possible in order to secure a place.)
There are a number of items that your child will need to bring to school. These are listed on the attached ‘Important Information’ sheet.

School starts on Thursday 11th August. This will be a short introductory session and school will begin at 8:55am and end at 10:30am. Therefore children will not need to bring snacks or drinks.

We hope this information will prove useful and we would like once again to welcome you to K2. We look forward to seeing you all soon.

Kind regards,

Sharon Makin and Daniela Olafsson

(Ma) June 11
