

November 2009

Well, we’ve almost made it! It is nearly the Christmas Break and as we drive to school in the dark and cold, it seems a very long time since those sunny August days at the start of the school year. However, everyone has gained new skills and knowledge over the past weeks and you should all be very proud of you child’s hard work and achievements.

In Phonics lessons, Group 3 (Advanced group) have completed the alphabet and will soon be starting an intensive three week revision of beginning and end sounds. The Intermediate group are not too far behind and should have completed the alphabet by the end of term. Thank you to those of you who worked with your child at home – there have been some obvious improvements. Please keep up the good work.  We will be assessing the children again at the end of January and they will be assigned to new phonics groups. (We cannot stress too much, the importance of knowing the letter sounds. These are the basic tools your child needs in order to progress with reading and writing.)

The majority of children have now started reading, using either reading books or CVC Word books. We also continue to read together in whole class groups. Remember to practice the High Frequency words which were sent home.

Story writing continues to progress and some children are beginning to write independently, with minimal help, using phonics and word recognition skills. Please encourage your child to write at home. At this stage we are not focusing on correct spelling, it’s more important for your child to start to try to put sounds on to paper.

In Maths, most children can now recognise, count and model numbers up to 50 and some up to 100, which is excellent for this time of the year. Also in Number work, we have been investigating number order to 50 and introducing mathematical language such as more/less, bigger/smaller, same/equal.
In Art the children made a number of Halloween decorations including bats, ghosts and some fantastic 3D spider webs (complete with spiders). We continue to investigate different media and have recently painted the clay models that were made earlier. At the moment we are focusing on paper and exploring the properties of various types of paper – please see our display in the HIS aula. The children have also made collage pictures using paper from newspapers and magazines.

We have now completed our second Unit of Inquiry (Can’t see the wood…) in which the children learned about how trees are a resource that is used by people and other living things. We had a very enjoyable trip to the Forestry Museum – ‘Thank you’ to those Mums who accompanied us. Unfortunately we were unable to go to the Arboretum due to the poor weather; however, we may be able to go in the Spring when we revisit this Unit for a week. I would be grateful for any feedback from this Unit. I know that one child made up a ‘hunting’ game which involved tracking various woodland animals and another child found a recently felled tree and attempted to count the rings to determine its age. Please let me know if your child has made any comments or taken action at home.
Our new Unit is called ‘You and me’ and the Central Idea is: Increasing awareness of our personal characteristics and abilities allows our self-identity to develop. We will be inquiring into

· The human form

· Function and abilities of the human body

· How I am unique in comparison to other people and animals.
This is a new Unit for K2 and I will be working in collaboration with Michelle (PE teacher) as this Unit fits well with two of her Units (health and gymnastics). 
As we progress through December, life will become increasingly frantic in K2. At the moment the children are busy rehearsing their roles for the Julebasar and Winter Assembly. I hope everyone will attend the Julebasar on Sat 28th November – it’s a very exciting day with lots of activities on which to spend your money! Remember that as the Saturday is counted as a school day, there will be no school on Monday 30th Nov. Also, don’t forget to send in your Countdown Calendar gifts by 1st December. Unfortunately, if you haven’t contributed then your child cannot be included. The gifts don’t have to be expensive – a packet of cookies or stickers is quite suitable.
Other dates for your diary

10th Dec – In Service day (school ends at 11:30am)

15th Dec – Winter Assembly

18th Dec – school ends at 10:30am
11th January – school starts at 8:55am
There will not be a Newsletter in December so Daniela and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a Merry Christmas and a Happy (and peaceful) New Year, wherever in the world you are celebrating.

Sharon and Daniela
