I Will Survive!

Our focus will be: 

· Social Studies 

· Science

Relevant concepts are:

Change, connection, adaptation, evolution 

Central Idea: 

Over time, living things respond to the environment in order to survive.

We will be inquiring into: 

· The concept of adaptation

· Circumstances that lead to adaptation

· How plants and animals adapt or respond to environmental conditions

Research/homework projects:

· Collect animal information books or magazines in home language
· Interviews at home – animals in home country
· Keep ongoing lists of animals and plants, noting how they adapt to or respond to environmental conditions.
· Research the adaptations of chosen plant or animal for information cards.
Trips:  Zoological Museum.

Transdisciplinary Curriculum Focus

Language

Character study

Summarizing

Dictionary Skills

Using information books

Maths

 Graphs and charts
Multiplication and Division
Learner Profile

· Inquirers: asking questions and researching information
· Thinkers: thinking critically about the relationship between environmental conditions and characteristics of living things.
· Knowledgeable: acquiring an in – depth knowledge of characteristics of living things. 
Transdiciplinary Skills

Thinking skills

· Acquisition of Knowledge: vocabulary development and gaining facts

· Analysis: seeing relationships

Communication Skills

· Writing: Recording information and observations, note taking and drawings keeping study log

· Present research findings: Selecting an effective method to communicate what has been learned.
Research Skills

· Formulating questions about adaptation

· Observing: carefully collecting information during class visits

· Organising data: Arranging data into graphs and tables

How Parents Can Help

You can help your child with this unit by talking through the relevant vocabulary (listed here). If they don’t have English as a first language, please take the time to talk about any words that are new to them in their home language. Use a dictionary and translate the words.

You can also help them by relating this study to their own experience. Talk through places in which you have lived and what the environment was like – climate, terrain and what adaptations familiar plants and animals had.

Vocabulary list

· Adaptation

· Evolution

· Environment

· Characteristics

· Survival

· Endangered

· Extinct

· Landscape

· Desert

· Rainforest

· Ocean

· Mountain

· Arctic

· Antarctic

Useful websites

http://www.rspb.org.uk/youth/learn/adaptation/index.asp
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/adaptation.htm
Action

If you see or hear your child taking action by talking about or doing independent, self-initiated activities related to our unit of inquiry please let the class teacher know.

IB Learner Profile

IB Learners at HIS strive to be

· Inquirers

· Knowledgeable

· Thinkers

· Communicators

· Principled

· Open-minded

· Caring

· Risk-takers

· Balanced

· Reflective

Attitudes

IB Students at HIS should demonstrate:

· Appreciation

· Commitment

· Confidence

· Cooperation

· Creativity

· Curiosity

· Empathy

· Enthusiasm

· Independence

· Integrity

· Respect

· Tolerance







